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Beginnings: Writing

More and more, employees of global businesses are asked to go that extra mile by adapting to a new culture
when relocating. Learning a new language is just one of the challenges associated with moving to a new coun-
try. In many cases, it is not only the employee who is effected, but so are their family members. For example,
their children are sent to new schools in strange and foreign settings. Often they cannot speak the language of
their new home. But, the children are brave. At SFLS, are lucky to assist with those children and witness their
success. This month, we are proud to share their writings. This is work from the students of our instructor, Jua-
nita Furtado, from California.

“A New Experience in the US.A” there are no Thai movies in the
By Chayaporn “Pear” Thangtanagul, Age 11 U.S.A. There is the Disney Chan-

. . . nel in Thailand, too.
My name is Chayaporn. | was born in Thailand.

This is the first time | went to the U.S.A. There are | pave tried some new food in the
many things that are different from Thailand in the ) g A such as spareribs.

U.S.A. Thailand is close to the Equator so it is very

hot there. There is no snow in Thailand. | really want | 5ve more time in the U.S.A. because | took more
to play in snow. In Thailand there are 3 seasons: |4s50ns in Thailand.

rainy, summer, winter; but in the U.S. A. there are 4

seasons: summer, winter, spring, autumn. [t rains 4 is 4 new experience in the U.S.A. | am so excited
alotin the rainy season in Thailand. about the new experience in the U.S.A.

The TV is a little different but is the same on some
channels. There are Thai movies in Thailand but (Continued on Page 2)

T
August: A Geologist’s Holiday

August has no major national or religious holidays. There had already been wells drilled that had struck
There are many observance days such as National oil in the region. But, they weren't drilling for oil. In-
Watermelon Day on August 3. But, for us in stead, they were looking for salt water or
the Chevron family and for the oil producing - just plain drinking water. When they struck
world, August is our holiday month because oil, they considered it a nuisance and
there is a national observance of the Petro- . ~ abandoned the well. At the time, no one
leum industry. ‘ really knew what to do with oil if they
found it.

The most important oil well ever drilled was
in the middle of quiet farm country in north " Drake’s well pumped the oil into barrels
western Pennsylvania in 1859. On August GegiC4 3° | made out of wood. This method of drilling
27 in that year, Edwin L. Drake struck oil for oil is still being used today all over the
near Titusville, Pennsylvania. Drake found oil under  world. With these efforts, Edwin Drake started the in-
the ground and perfected a way to pump it to the ternational search for petroleum. We honor Drake and
surface. This was one of the first successful oil wells  his accomplishment on August 27, Petroleum Day!
that was drilled for the sole purpose of finding oil.
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SPOTLIGHT

nPi pe Dow
Example:A | t i s
late! You children

should pipe down and

go to sl eep

On sailing ships, sig-
nals were given to the
crew by sounding the
boatswain's (bo'sun's)
pipe. One such signal
was 'piping down the
hammocks' which was
the signal to go below
decks and retire for the
night.

When X

an officer wanted a
sailor to be dismissed
below he would have
him 'piped down'. Also,
if there was a distur-
bance onboard ship,
officers could quell it by
sending the crew below
decks, i.e. by piping
them down

This usage is recorded
in Royal Navy work-
books from the 18th
century. Gillespie's Ad-
vice to Commanders &
Officers, 1798: "At four
o'clock, P.M. the ham-
mocks should regularly
be piped down."

Taken from:
The Phrase Finder
www.phrases.org.uk
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(Continued from Page 1)

Essay
by Chanisada “Pink” Thangtanagul, Age 7

My name is Pink. | come from Thailand and this is the first time | have gone to
America. When | go to America, | want to play in snow a lot, because in Thailand it
doesn’t snow. When it is winter in America, | want to play in the snow very much. |
want to make a snowman and | will find a thing in the snow to decorate the snow-
man too. This is what | want to do in America.

Haiku Poetry
By Wenbo Cui, Age 12

1.
| did my homework.
English homework was finished.
This is a homework.

2.
Did you finish work?
No, | did not finish work.
Well, you must do it!

S
My dad drives a car.
But, | can not drive the car
Because I'm too young.
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Children and Language Learning

When children of expatriates relocate to America, they are also expected to learn English along with their
parents. Luckily, children seem to learn at a much faster rate then adults. We have helpful suggestions for
some things parents can do to assist and facilitate the learning process for language.

Tips for Parents to Help their Children Learn a
New Language

The Interchange Institute, 2007
www.interchangeinstitute.org

Continue to speak your native language at home,
at least part of the time, even if learning the host
language is very important to you. Children will
learn a second language more easily if they have a
strong foundation in their native language. You
need to ensure that they continue their language
development in your native tongue.

At the same time, be a role model for learning the
host language for your children. Show them that
you think learning the language is a good thing to
do and that you are willing to make mistakes in the
process of learning.

Look for ways your child can practice the language
in private. It feels less risky to speak in small
groups or to one other person.

Don't be surprised if your children start to correct
your language! They may learn more quickly than
you and will be proud to show off their new skills.

Understand that children often have a "silent pe-
riod" when they first learn a new language - a time
when they will not speak the language. This may
last as long as six months, although it usually does
not. Be patient. Your child is certainly learning to
understand during this period, even if he/she is not
speaking it. Some children wait until they can
speak in complete, perfect sentences before they
start to talk aloud.

Remember that children who are learning two lan-

guages at once are processing both languages. They
may even appear to be slower at speaking and reading
than their friends. Do not panic. They are doing some-
thing more difficult. The reward will be knowing two lan-
guages and having a deep understanding of the function
of language.

Realize that it takes three to seven years to learn a lan-
guage well. Your child may be speaking competently
within six months or a year, but it takes much longer to
function fully in school (or for you, in your adult life).

Older children may take longer than younger children to
learn a new language. They are learning more complex
language forms and more complex school material
(math, science, history) at the same time as the new lan-
guage. And, they may be more shy about speaking a
second language in front of other people.

There is an emotional aspect to learning a second lan-
guage. If learning a new language has a positive tone -
learning will be faster. Do not pressure your child or be
critical of how quickly he/she is learning the language.
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Who Can Assist You?

For Educational Support and Language Classes:

Emy Tomita
emy_tomita@sfls.us.com or emyt@chevron.com
832 -854 -5889

For Basic Support, Translation and Interpretation
Services:
Mark Bolding
mark_bolding@sfls.us.com or mfpg@chevron.com
832 -236 -6678
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What To Do In Houston

Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition

Moody Gardens

One Hope Boulevard
Galveston, TX 77554

Phone: 800-582-4673
http://www.moodygardens.com
March 18, 2008- September 7, 2008, Open 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Daily

An exhibition of the legendary Titanic’s compelling human stories as best told
through more than 125 artifacts and extensive room re-creations. A chandelier,
gentleman’s jacket, china etched with the logo of the White Star Line, and per-
fume vials that still contain perfume- these and many other objects offer haunt-
ing, emotional connections to lives abruptly ended or forever altered.

Thursday Night Jazz _

[
-

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd, Ste. B200 Qq Cg Merv
Heritage Square (central courtyard)
Katy, TX 77494

Phone: 281-395-5533
www.lacenterra.com

Thursday Nights, June 5 — August 28, 2008, 6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

A (ince ‘Reanch

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, Katy and west Houston’s place to shop and play,
announces jazz performances each Thursday throughout the summer. Guests
are invited to unwind after a long day or ease into the weekend with the smooth
stylings of the area’s premier jazz musicians. All events are free and open to the
public.

Fly Me To The Moon

Houston Museum of Natural Science
One Hermann Circle Drive

Houston, TX 77030

Phone: 713.639.4629
http://www.hmns.org

August 22, 2008-December 31, 2008 - $10 for adults; $8 for children (3-11)

An animated film at the IMAX Theatre in 3D format. The story of three flies who
stow away aboard the legendary Apollo 11 flight to the moon. With a guest ap-
pearance by legendary astronaut Buzz Aldrin, who was on board the Apollo 11
flight. Brilliantly infusing history and imagination, this heartwarming tale of a love-
able band of unlikely heroes will have audiences ready to blast off into space.




